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the surrounding palm trees. It is important to contract 
a local team that has the right expertise required for the 
nature of the projects and the local knowhow so that we 
can manage the delivery of the projects remotely from 
the UK and travel to the sites on a regular basis to ensure 
compliance to our designs.

This set up is convenient to our Clients as they are usually 
also based in London and we can develop the design 
together. But there are also cases where the Client is based 
abroad in another time zone, e.g. Singapore, and we work 
with the Client through regular conference calls.

What are the most common issues faced by 
your clients when purchasing property in 
London? How do you help them overcome these 
difficulties?

The key is to manage the clients’ expectations throughout 
the process and we recommend that we get involved in 
this process even prior to them purchasing the property 
in order for us to assess together its potential properly. 

As a professional with a wealth of experience in 
the architecture sector, what would you say are 
some of the main challenges that your firm has 
been facing in the past twelve months?

Architectural projects are a complex jigsaw of synergies 
between multiple specialist consultants, facing numerous 
challenges. Due to its fluid nature, local legislations add 
to this complexity. Most recently, Westminster Council 
have made changes to their policies on the basements, 
which meant that we needed to work even closer with 
high calibre consultants, such as Rigby & Rigby and 
Savills Planning, to help us respond to such changes in 
legislations and minimize uncertainties during the design 
process ensuring the project is delivered successfully to 
client’s needs. 

What are some of the key issues that you and 
your clients frequently face in relation to UK 
construction and real estate laws and regulations?

There are strict construction regulations in the UK and the 
interpretation of planning law can also get quite complex 
at times. Although we work with the top consultants to 
receive expert advice, it is sometime difficult for the client 
to fully comprehend and/or accept some of the rules, 
leaving them with some bitter taste during the process.

In addition to operating within the UK and other 
European countries, your work also includes 
projects abroad– what have been the complexities 
involved in foreign operations and how have you 
overcome them? 

Working on projects abroad is certainly an exciting 
challenge and a fascinating experience. The construction 
process is very similar to the one in the UK so we set up 
similar project teams on the ground but the regulations 
vary from country to country so we seek local expertise 
to advise us. For example the islands of St. Kitts in the 
Caribbean have a rule that no building can be taller that 

An Italian architect from Milan, Marco Braghiroli is the founder and managing director of Prestige Exclusive 

Lifestyle Ltd. With several shortlisting for international design awards, Prestige is a London based architecture 

firm specializing in high end residential market, offering its services in the UK and abroad. Here he talks to 

Finance Monthly about the burgeoning construction and real estate sector. 

Email: marco@prestige.eu.com  |  Website: www.prestige.eu.com

In the past, we had clients seeking our advice on the 
potential of a property after purchasing, and with some 
disappointment, the result was not what the client had 
expected due to planning laws and the local regulations. 
Although the planning process can be unpredictable, an 
initial feasibility study is always a good reality check.

Given that your main focus is on private 
residential projects – what would you say are the 
advantages of closely working with private clients, 
specifically as opposed to the lack of restrictions 
of institutional committees? 

The key word is excitement. Working with private clients 
always bring the personal touch into the process and the 
excitement of turning their dream  main or holiday home 
into reality. It is extremely subjective process and it needs 
to be tailored to their lifestyle and taste. It’s for that reason 
that many of my projects come from the same clients who 
have enjoyed the process and seen results. As an architect, 
I feel that I must put aside my own ego, listen to the client, 
who will live in the property at the end of the project, and 
consult them step by step throughout the design process 
based on my experience. This ensures the client gets what 
they need at the end.

Can you detail any current projects that you are 
working on? What are some of the key issues that 
you are facing in the process of assisting with 
them?

At present we are working on different residential projects 
for private clients and developers in Chelsea, St. Johns 
Wood and Westminster and reviewing an early stage for 
feasibility study for a large country house in Hertfordshire 
and a complex of luxury villas on an island just off 
Zanzibar. We have recently secured planning permission 
for a basement extension under a 7 stories Grade II listed 
house in St. James working together with Rigby & Rigby 
and we are quite excited to start working on the project.


